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“The record is the resistance.”

Part One of this paper set out the evidentiary record across four issue areas: health care, defense
spending and the treatment of veterans, student debt and housing, and incarceration. This second
part addresses what in that record holds up under scrutiny, what requires care in its presentation, and
what was deliberately excluded. It closes with the FATV institutional statement on the work of the gap.

III. What Holds Up Under Scrutiny — and What Doesn’t
Holds up:

• Every figure in Part One traces to a primary federal source (Census, CDC/NCHS, CBO,
GAO, VA, HUD, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York) or to a recognized international
research body (SIPRI, the Institute for Crime & Justice Policy Research) or a peer-
institution synthesis of those primary sources (the Commonwealth Fund’s cross-national
health comparison).

• Where a figure is a projection rather than a recorded fact — the CBO’s uninsured
projections, for example — this paper labels it as a projection.

• Where the record shows genuine improvement — veteran housing placements, the
declining (though still high) incarceration rate — this paper states that plainly rather than
omitting it for effect.

Requires care:
• Defense spending comparisons (“more than the next six countries combined”) shift year to

year as allied spending rises; the 2025 SIPRI figure is “next six,” not “next ten” as in
some earlier years — this paper uses the current, sourced figure rather than a
remembered one.

• The claim that wages have been “flat” is true in real terms but not in nominal terms; this
paper specifies “real, inflation-adjusted terms” throughout to avoid a charge of
imprecision.

• The student-debt delinquency spike (0.70% to 16.19% in one year) is driven primarily by
the resumption of federal reporting after a pandemic-era pause, not by a sixteen-fold
increase in actual missed payments in twelve months; this paper presents the figure as a
reporting-driven data point, which the underlying Fed report itself notes.

Deliberately excluded:

Claims that cannot currently be sourced to a specific primary dataset — e.g., broad assertions about



“trust in America” globally, or direct dollar comparisons between military spending and the cost of
ending homelessness — have been left out of this version. They are rhetorically powerful but would
expose the paper to a single successful rebuttal undermining the rest. They can be added in a future
revision if FATV identifies a defensible primary source for each.

IV. The Work Is the Gap
Reasonable people can disagree about causes and solutions. This paper is not an argument
that every problem documented above has a single cause or a single remedy. It is simply an
argument that the documented record — produced by the government’s own agencies and
auditors — should be part of any honest discussion about the nation’s condition at 250 years. A
country that cannot look at its own numbers cannot improve on them.

None of the figures in this paper are secret. Each is published by an agency or institution whose
findings are part of the public record. The gap this paper documents is not a gap in information
— it is a gap between what the country says about itself and what its own institutions report
about itself.

FATV’s founding position is that the record is the resistance. This paper is an application of that
principle: not an argument from outrage, but an argument from documentation. The ideals
articulated in 1776 were specific. The promotion of 2026 is confident. The reality, as recorded by
the government’s own agencies, is available to anyone willing to read it.

The work, as always, is the gap between those three things — and closing it.
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Sources
All figures in this paper trace to a primary government or internationally recognized research
source. Sources are listed in order of appearance.

 

– Centers for Disease Control and Prevention / National Center for Health Statistics, National Health
Interview Survey, uninsured rate data, as cited in Commonwealth Fund, “U.S. Health Care from a
Global Perspective, 2026,” May 2026.

– The Commonwealth Fund, “U.S. Health Care from a Global Perspective, 2026 Expanded Edition,”
May 2026.

– Congressional Budget Office, Medicaid and ACA subsidy coverage projections, as cited in
Commonwealth Fund (2026) and Fortune, May 28, 2026.

– National Center for Health Statistics, “Maternal Mortality Rates in the United States, 2024,” Health
E-Stat 113, March 2026 (Hoyert, D.L.).

– Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), “Trends in World Military Expenditure
2025” and accompanying Fact Sheet, April 27, 2026.

– U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Point-in-Time Count (January 2024), as cited
in U.S. Government Accountability Office, GAO-26-107517, March 30, 2026.

– U.S. Government Accountability Office, GAO-26-107517, “Veteran Homelessness Programs:
Opportunities to Improve Data Collection and Establish an Evaluation Plan,” March 30, 2026.

– U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Homeless Programs Office, FY2025 permanent housing
placement data, November 2025.

– Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Center for Microeconomic Data, “Quarterly Report on
Household Debt and Credit,” Q4 2025, February 10, 2026.

– Zonda (NewHomeSource), “Student Loans and Homebuying in 2026,” February 6, 2026, drawing
on Federal Reserve and Census Bureau data.

– U.S. Census Bureau, historical median household income tables, as analyzed in Landmark Wealth



– U.S. Census Bureau, historical median household income tables, as analyzed in Landmark Wealth
Management, “The Affordability of Homeownership: Then vs Now,” November 13, 2025.

– Bureau of Justice Statistics, “Prisoners in 2023 — Statistical Tables” and “Correctional Populations
in the United States, 2023 — Statistical Tables,” 2025, as compiled in The Sentencing Project,
“Mass Incarceration Trends,” April 2026.

– World Prison Brief, Institute for Crime & Justice Policy Research, Birkbeck, University of London,
United States country data, accessed 2025.

– U.S. Government Accountability Office, GAO-25-106404, “Pregnant Women in State Prisons and
Local Jails: Federal Assistance to Support Their Care,” 2025.
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